
Description

Prince Gleb Svyatoslavich, ruler of Novgorod and a member of the Rurikid dynasty, was killed in 1078 during battle against the Chudes, a
Baltic-Finnic tribe, after being expelled from his city by a revolt following his father's death. His remains were interred in a high-status
sarcophagus two meters below the surface, in the grounds of the Saviour's Cathedral in Chernihiv, Ukraine. Forensic analysis of sample VK542
confirmed the violent nature of his end: his skull bears clear sword wounds, consistent with historical accounts of his death in close combat. He
was between 25 and 35 years old.

Historical illustration of Prince Gleb killing a sorcerer in Novgorod.

The Rurikid dynasty was founded by Rurik, a Viking prince who established powerful trading centers along the river networks of Eastern
Europe, including Novgorod. The dynasty ruled the Kievan Rus for centuries, but its history was defined by relentless internal power struggles
— brothers, cousins, and uncles in constant competition for cities and titles. Gleb's rule of Novgorod was marked by at least one striking
exercise of authority: he famously executed a sorcerer who had claimed the ability to foretell the future.
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Chronicle fragment depicting Gleb Svyatoslavich of Novgorod.

His end came swiftly after losing political support. Expelled from Novgorod, he fell in battle on a turbulent frontier. The sword wounds on his
skull confirm a violent, close-range death. And yet, despite this chaotic end far from his city, he was buried in a high-status sarcophagus. The
Rurikid name carried institutional weight even in defeat; his interment in a formal stone tomb underscores the persistent prestige of the dynasty
even for those who fell in the chaos of dynastic expansion. His remains are a forensic record of both the violence and the enduring dignity of
Rurikid power.

Modern population Distance

Ukrainian (Zakarpattia) 2.591

Ukrainian (Poltava) 2.665

Ukrainian (Lviv) 2.763
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Modern population Distance

Ukrainian (Sumy) 2.962

Ukrainian (Donetsk) 2.991

Russian (Oryol) 3.093

Russian (Voronezh) 3.122

Ukrainian (Zhytomyr) 3.148

Ukrainian (Rivne) 3.185

Polish (Silesian) 3.204

Source

Date: 1743–1793 CE

Y-DNA: I-Y3120

mtDNA: H5a2a

Location: Ukraine

Research: Population genomics of the Viking world

Sample(s): VK542.SG
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