
Description

Prince Izyaslav Ingvarevich, the Prince of Dorogobuzh and a member of the Kievan Rus nobility, was killed in 1223 at the Battle of the Kalka
River. His remains were recovered from a tomb within Lutsk Castle in what is now western Ukraine and analyzed as sample VK541. The
forensic findings were stark and specific: an arrowhead was found embedded in his skull, a permanent physical record of his final moments on
one of medieval history's most catastrophic battlefields. He was buried with the dignity of his rank, in a formal tomb, despite the chaos
surrounding his death.

In the early 13th century, the Kievan Rus was a fragmented collection of principalities that were often feuding, making them deeply vulnerable
to outside threats. When the Mongol generals Subutai and Jebe pushed westward in 1223 on a scouting mission into Europe, the Rus princes
faced them without coordination, each attacking separately and on their own terms.

The Battle of the Kalka River was a masterclass in Mongol military strategy. Subutai employed a feigned retreat — drawing the Rus forces
forward in confident pursuit — then turned and systematically annihilated them. Prince Izyaslav was among those who did not survive. His
death, and the deaths of the other Rus princes that day, signaled the collapse of Rus autonomy and foreshadowed centuries of Mongol
dominance over the region. The arrowhead lodged in his skull is forensic testimony to one of the most pivotal military encounters in Eastern
European history.

Modern population Distance

Ukrainian (Poltava) 1.759

Ukrainian (Sumy) 1.772

Ukrainian (Lviv) 1.923

Ukrainian (Rivne) 1.934

Russian (Voronezh) 1.952

Polish 1.973

Ukrainian (Chernihiv) 1.989
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Modern population Distance

Ukrainian (Zhytomyr) 2.018

Ukrainian (Donetsk) 2.044

Russian (Belgorod) 2.069

Source

Date: 1743–1793 CE

Y-DNA: R-YP6506

mtDNA: H7

Location: Ukraine

Research: Population genomics of the Viking world

Sample(s): VK541.SG
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