
Description

Grand Prince Dmitry Alexandrovich (c. 1250–1294) was the son of Alexander Nevsky and the ruler of Pereslavl, one of the most significant
figures in 13th-century Kievan Rus. His burial in the Transfiguration Cathedral of Pereslavl-Zalessky provided the source for the first complete
genetic profile of a Rurikid ruler ever obtained. Shortly before his death in 1294, he was forced to abdicate his throne and take monastic vows
— a final humiliation at the end of a reign defined by dynastic conflict. His Y-chromosome, belonging to haplogroup N1a1-L550, has served as
the confirmed biological marker of the Rurik dynasty since at least the 11th century.

Official seal of Prince Dmitry Alexandrovich.

Dmitry's reign was shaped by two forces: the fractured politics of the 13th-century Rus principalities, and the shadow of the Golden Horde. His
brother, Andrey of Gorodets, repeatedly sought Mongol military support to undermine him. This pattern of internal betrayal mirrored the broader
vulnerability of the Rus under Mongol dominance. The Rurikid dynasty, founded by Norsemen who had traveled the rivers of Eastern Europe to
build a civilization, was being pulled apart from within.
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Illustration from the 16th-century Illustrated Chronicle depicting the death of Dmitry Alexandrovich.

Genomic modeling of Dmitry revealed a layered ancestral mix: Scandinavian ancestry traceable to Öland, a Steppe nomadic component, and
an ancient East Eurasian element — the latter likely reflecting centuries of royal marriages with Polovtsian princesses, also visible in his
mitochondrial haplogroup F1b1. His predicted phenotype: brown eyes (96.2% probability), dark hair (81% probability), and intermediate skin
tone. His genome is the first complete biological profile of a Rurikid ruler, establishing a reference point for the dynasty's genetic continuity and
confirming the persistence of the N1a1-L550 paternal lineage across centuries of political upheaval.

Modern population Distance

Kazan Tatar 4.750

Nogai (Karachay-Cherkessia) 5.463

Mishar Tatar 5.540
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Modern population Distance

Kryashen Tatar 5.646

Bashkir (Ilishevsky) 6.062

Bashkir (Yanaulsky) 6.398

Tajik (Hisor) 6.737

Turkish (Antalya) 7.324

Besermyan 7.392

Crimean Tatar (Steppe) 7.549

Source

Date: 1743–1793 CE

Y-DNA: N-VL11

mtDNA: F1b1

Location: Russia

Research:
The Rurikids: The First Experience of Reconstructing the Genetic Portrait of the Ruling Family of Medieval Rus’ Based on Paleogenomic Data

Sample(s): NEV2
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