
Description

The Aba family, also known as Genus Aba, was one of the most powerful noble houses in medieval Hungary, second only to the ruling Árpád
dynasty. Their political and religious center was the monastery at Abasár in the Mátra Mountains of northern Hungary. Whole genome
sequencing of high-status individuals from the Abasár necropolis has identified core members of this clan, providing a biological profile of a
warrior elite that played a central role in the founding of the early Hungarian state.

The Aba clan rose to prominence during the Hungarian conquest of the Carpathian Basin around 895 C.E., serving as military and
administrative leaders in the consolidation of the early kingdom. The dynasty reached its political peak in the 11th century with the reign of
Samuel Aba, the third King of Hungary.

Seal of Palatine Amadeus (Omodej) Aba — 13th–14th c. Palatine of Hungary.

For centuries, medieval chroniclers debated whether the family descended from Cuman chiefs or from the line of Attila the Hun. Modern
genomics have now addressed that question with precision. The genomic findings reveal the Aba family's paternal haplogroup as N1a1a1a1a4,
a rare lineage traced directly to the Xiongnu (Asian Hun) populations of Mongolia, most prevalent today among Siberian Yakuts and Tungusic
peoples. This provides a definitive biological link to North-Northeast Asian origins. Yet by the 11th to 13th centuries, the broader family genome
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had shifted dramatically through centuries of intermarriage with local European and Near Eastern populations. Only 5% Inner Asian admixture
remained. Notably, a group of the Shor people in Siberia still bears the name "Aba" today. The genomic record traces a paternal line that began
on the Mongolian steppe, moved west across a continent, and became foundational to the medieval Hungarian state.

Modern population Distance

Moldovan 2.613

Hungarian 2.698

Romanian 2.999

Croat 3.041

Bosniak 3.042

Austrian 3.162

Serb 3.231

German 3.285

Slovenian 3.299

Montenegrin 3.306

Source

Date: 1743–1793 CE

Y-DNA: N-A9408

mtDNA: H75, H1b1b, R0b, H2a2a1, H3

Location: Hungary

Research: Archaeogenetic analysis revealed East Eurasian paternal origin to the Aba royal family of Hungary

Sample(s): HUAS581, HUAS57, HUAS59B, HUAS55B, HUAS261, HUAS262
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